Remarks for Special Issue on Social
Infrastructure that Guarantees Safety,
Security, Fairness, and Efficiency

Today we find ourselves in a time of worldwide
turmoil, forced to confront social issues. The
disruption caused by the novel coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) has been par ticularly pronounced,
having far-reaching impacts on our traditional social
structures. We are now living in a time of dramatic
transformation that is affecting the entire world all
at once.
The Japanese government enacted a package
of six legislative bills related to digital reformation
on May 12, 2021, including establishment of the
Digital Agency on September 1, 2021 to accelerate
seamless sharing of information. The Agency will
also tackle the social issues that have emerged from
the pandemic, and then further enhancement of
digital transformation (DX) of public administrations
will be strongly expected.
In Tokyo and other locations in Japan, longdelayed large-scale spor ting events are being
held one after the other under the new normal
amidst COVID-19. Furthermore, the World Expo is
scheduled to be held in Osaka in May, 2025. These
international events require urgent changes in
transportation hubs, such as airports and seaports,
as well as in the broadcasting industry, which is
responsible for transmitting world-class events
across the globe in an attractive manner.
The deterioration of aging social infrastructure
is another issue that can no longer be postponed.
Natural disasters, including torrential downpours
have become more devastating and more frequent
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