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Today we are confronting a broad diversity of social issues. 

According to The 2012 Revision of the World Population 

Prospects released by the United Nations in June 2013, the 

global population is predicted to exceed 9 billion by 2050. At 

the same time, the continuing advance of urbanization and 

the increasing concentration of people in cities are expected 

to have a huge impact on energy and resources. Forecasts 

indicate that the demand for energy will be 1.8 times current 

levels; greenhouse gases will increase by 50%; food demand 

will swell by 70%; and the demand for water will rise by 

60%. 

In addition, the world is already facing urgent issues such 

as the devastating effects of natural disasters, the widening 

gap between regions, and the aging infrastructure in the 

developed countries. Moreover, against a background of 

the shifting balance of power on the global stage, we are 

witnessing an increasing frequency of struggles and territorial 

disputes over limited and dwindling natural resources, 

and while ICT continues to evolve and bring exciting new 

advances, it faces a variety of threats from cyber attacks to 

cyber crime. 

These are global-scale issues that know no borders. Their 

solution requires an amalgamation of technologies to create 

a brighter world where “people everywhere can lead better 

lives.” 

Those technologies cover a broad variety of fields from 
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video surveillance and sensor technologies for monitoring 

critical infrastructure such as railways, highways, bridges, 

factories and power stations, and for the early detection of 

the signs of potential disaster, to the network technology that 

collects and transmits these data from cameras and sensors, 

and the data analysis technology that provides valuable 

information for preventative maintenance of critical facilities 

and protecting people from disaster. 

The sophisticated integration of these technologies can be 

credited for Japan’s reputation for public safety and a society 

where people can pursue life with confidence and peace of 

mind - a standard that stands out even on the global stage. 

Safety and on-time performance of rail travel, traffic accident 

prevention and traffic congestion mitigation, infrastructure 

security, fire and disaster prevention to safeguard the lives 

of citizens, and crime prevention - all benefit from these 

technologies. 

These were not an overnight achievement, but the sum of 

ceaseless efforts by our predecessors. Since the founding of 

NEC in 1899, along with the growth of the Japanese economy, 

we have poured our efforts into the development of new 

technologies that have benefited a broad range of customers. 

Today we are more confident than ever that our capability to 

provide solutions that represent the cumulative development 

and innovative integration of diverse technologies will be 

indispensable in solving serious global-scale issues.

By continuing to create and provide new solutions, NEC 

provides countries around the world with the values of 

“safety,” “security,” “efficiency” and “equality,” fulfilling our 

role as a social value innovator committed to paving the way 

for the creation of a sustainable society.

This Special Issue on “Solutions for Society - NEC 

initiatives to create a safer and more secure society” 

will introduce the reader to how NEC is contributing to 

overcoming global issues through solutions based on the 

unique technologies possessed by our company and our 

creation of social value, and provide concrete examples of the 

application of our technologies.

In June 2014, NEC unveiled its new brand message, 

“Orchestrating a brighter world,” initiating the global 

promotion of its Solutions for Society. This powerful message 

embodies NEC’s commitment to fully exploiting our cutting-

edge technologies and know-how for the creation of the new 

value in concert with people around the world, and through 

these efforts, to creating a brighter, more affluent lifestyle, 

society and future for all.

We hope that this special issue will provide you with a 

deeper understanding of NEC’s Solutions for Society, and 

look forward to your continued support and encouragement 

of our endeavors. 

NISHIMURA Tomonori
Executive Vice President,

Head of the Public Business Unit
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Thank you for reading the paper.
If you are interested in the NEC Technical Journal, you can also read other papers on our website.
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